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panel of educators from outside
of the local school system
interviews and conducts a
classroom observation for each
of the teachers of the year.

Then, the panel chooses
from among these teachers a
System Teacher of the Year.

All teachers of the year
said that they were grateful to
have been awarded the honor
by their peers.

Lisa Sweet has been

an educator in Kentucky and
North Carolina, and this is her
third year teaching English at
Woody Gap School, where she
attended as a teenager.

Teaching at Woody Gap
is a family tradition, as Sweet’s
mother, grandmother, aunt and
other family members have
taught at the school.

“Beyond teaching the
standards and my content,”
said Sweet, “my job is creating

opportunities for students to
chart their paths in life and to
take bold steps to follow those
paths toward their goals.”

Continued Sweet: “My
hope for my students is that
they will be resilient, effective
adults who make the world a
better place, guided by their
principles, motivated by a sense
of purpose in keeping with their
interests and gifts, and skilled
in problem-solving.”

Habitat...continued from Page 1A

cutting and group photo to
memorialize the happy day.

Lunch included grilled
hog donated by Jim Sadler
and cooked by Jimmy Porter,
Paula’s boyfriend.

Habitat for Humanity
Towns/Union Counties
Executive Director Bryan
Thomas said that the local
Habitat will be concentrating
on its Helping Hands initiative
in the coming weeks, but that
the organization looks forward
to building next in Towns
County.

The members and
businesses of the community
that came together to volunteer
and/or provide reduced price
goods and services to build the
Lirette home include:

Solomon Patrick of
Patrick Construction; Builder’s
First Source; Salazar Roofing;
Jim Sadler Siding; Electrician
Mike Lirette (father of Michael
and Chelsey Lirette); Service
Plumbing; Hill HVAC; Budget
Blinds; Home Depot; Abraham
Patrick, Tile; Southern
Cabinetry; Take-A-Break
Portable Toilets; Tri-State
Gutters; Vulcan Materials;
Dean Everett, Grading; Just
Foam It, insulation; and
Attorney Kenya Patton for the
closing.

“Habitat for Humanity
Towns/Union Counties is
part of a global, nonprofit
housing organization operated
on Christian principles,” per
www.TownsUnionHabitat.org.
“Habitat for Humanity Towns/
Union Counties is dedicated
to eliminating substandard
housing locally through
constructing and rehabilitating
homes for families that qualify
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The Lirettes on the back porch of their newly finished home

built by Habitat for Humanity Towns/Union Counties. Photo/

Shawn Jarrard

L2

Jimmy Porter and Paula Lirette inside the new Lirette kitchen.

Photo/Shawn Jarrard

for Habitat's no-interest
mortgage.

“Habitat for Humanity
was founded on the conviction
that every family should have
a simple, durable place to live

in dignity and safety.”

For more information on
how to get involved, visit the
Habitat for Humanity Towns/
Union Counties website.

Woody Gap School Teacher of the Year Lisa Sweet with several of her students.

Stephanie Stubblefield
teaches second grade at Union
County Primary School, where
she has been employed since
2002.

She also teaches second
grade for the Union County
Learning Enrichment Center,
an afterschool program, and is
a hospital’/homebound teacher
for primary school students
who aren’t able to attend school
on a regular basis for medical
reasons.

“Ibelieve that all children
deserve the chance to learn and
to receive the best education
possible,” said Stubblefield.
“All children are different
and unique in their own way,
and that is what makes them
special.

“I truly believe that
God puts these children in my
classroom for a purpose, and
itis my job to help them reach
their greatest potential.”

Middle School Teacher
of the Year Anna Roxbury
has taught in Union County
Schools for 19 years.

She is the Title I
Building Coordinator for the
middle school and teaches a
math support class for sixth,
seventh and eighth-graders,
with a caseload of about 100
students.

Roxbury is married to
Robby Roxbury, whom many
will know from Union County
High School and athletics,
and together they have one
daughter, Emma, who is in the
eighth grade and plays softball
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Union County Middle School Teacher of the Year Anna
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Roxbury with husband Robby and daughter Emma on vacation
over the summer in the Florida Keys.

and basketball for the middle
school.

“I became a teacher so I
could continue to live in Union
County near my extended
family and to enjoy summer
vacations with my family,” said
Roxbury. “Those were ‘selling
points’ to a 20-year-old.

“I have remained a
teacher because of those days
when a student who has been
struggling with a concept for
weeks finally looks at me
with tears and says, ‘I get it,
I understand,” and I can see
the lightbulb moment and
excitement they feel when they
are successful.”

Continued Roxbury:
“My goal is to foster and
nurture a love and enthusiasm
for math while boosting student
confidence. Due to the fact that
I teach a math support class,
students are able to work at a
pace that is comfortable and
individualized for them.”

Be sure to attend the
Dec. 12 board meeting to show
support for the 2017-2018
Teachers of the Year.

The North Georgia News
previously reported on Teachers
of the Year Camie George and
Brittany Jordan.

& LocaL BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT
WAZOO! QUILTING

Art Centre

Art Gallery * Pottery Studio * Art Classes

563 Gainesville Hwy..1 mile south of town
Blairsville 6A 30512

(706) 835-1257
www.OliveTreeArtCentre.com

Longarm Quilting
Commission Quilts
Quilt Restoration
Quick Turn Around

Located in Blairsville, GA

706-781-1423

GANNS BONEFURNISEN

Mattresses, Porch Rockers & More!
“From the Front Porch to the
Back Door We've Got You Covered!”

568 Blue Ridge St. * Blairsville, GA

L

TAXES FOR
SMALL BUSINESS
& INDIVIDUALS!

Dermott J. Tracey, CPA

706-835-1209

FREE f
DELIVERY! =

Mon-Fri 9am-6pm * Sat 9am-4pm ¢ Closed Su

706-745-9025
178 Mystic Overlook, Blairsville, GA
djtracey5@yahoo.com

RECOVE
WAL 0V,
N
PAINT & BODY
(706) 745-9703

391 BLUE RIDGE HWY
ALL INSURANCE ACCEPTED

[CommercialgResidential

PAVING

DIVISION INC.

706+400+2988

DRIVEWAYS
PARKING LOTS
SUB DIVISIONS
TAR/GRAVEL

Southeast Geothermal
& Spray Foam

w7 106-743-8685

1442 Blue Ridge Hwy.
www.segeothermal.com
www.sesprayfoam.com

SeEams SEw SIMPLE

Upholstery

Upholstery Repairs
Furniture, Boats, & More!
seamssewsimplega@gmail.com

235 Old Farm View 239-963-7166
Blairsville, GA 30512  Joseph Janicki

Guided Horsehack Rides
Holiday Special & Gift Certificates

Give a special gift to the horse
enthusiasts in your life
Save 20% on gift

Book a T hour ride in certificates over $70

December for $25 (cash)

$28 credit card

Call 706-745-5252

Offer Expires  12123/2017
Mention this Ad ~ Reservations Required
Cannot be combined with other offers

(706) 745-0264

Michelin
BFG

| Uniroyal

Oscar Thomas - Owner

Specializing In:
Alignment « Computer Balancing
Brakes + Auto Repair
Industrial Foam Fill
QOil Changes

Thomas Tire, Inc.
Auto & Big Truck Service

76 Shoe Factory Road
Blairsville, Georgia 30512

Budget

Blinds

The best in custom blinds and window coverings

Free In-Home Consultation!

Shutters « Wood Blinds « Honeycomb
Roller/Solar Shades « Roman Shades « Vertical Blinds
Woven Woods and Much More!
www.budgetblinds.com

Call Today! 706-745-0009

Personal Loans - Starter Loans - Consolidation Loans and more

417 Blue Ridge Street, Suite I
BLAIRSVILLE
706-745-6111

* All loans subject to our liberal credit policy
and limitations, if any. 1st Franklin Finan-
cial Corporation, NMLSR#141654, Georgia
Residential Mortgage Licensee #5656.

www. Iffc.com

GEORGIA
MOVING

@"—- Local & Long Haule

20 Years Experience « Insured

Stephen Young, Owner/Operator

706-970-7573
stephengyoung77@gmail.com /

Complete Design
Installation
Maintenance
“We go the extra mile” g3

Litton Landscaping, Inc.
1250 Collins Road
Blairsville, GA 30512
706-745-5478
Cell 706-781-4858

Hemphill Vinyl Siding And
Metal Roofing Sales
154 Kelley Road
Blairsville, GA 30512
706-745-3145 « 706-745-9006
1-888-698-3225
Fax 706-745-8418
hvswi@windstream.net
Owner - Kenneth Hemphill
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PLACE YOUR

AD HERE!
Advertise with other
Local Business here in
the Blairsville areal!
Contact Derek Richards
706-994-8973
or 706-745-6343

MONTGOMERY
CONCRETE

~ FOR'ALL YOUR!CONCRETE/NEEDS ~
Forming through|Finishing; House!Slabs,
Driveways, Sidewalks, Stamped
Colored Concrete. Top Quality/Work!
Big/Jobsiand/'SmallfJobs!

Serving North\Georgia‘since'1 997" |

~ Call 706-781-1806

24 Scott Drive ¢ Blairsville, GA
706-745-GRUB

Cathy Jarrett

Licensed Insurance Agent
706-781-7832 » cathy@cathyjarrett.com
Life « Health « Medicare Products

Annual Enrollment for Medicare
is October 15th - December 7th
Let me help you make the right

decisions concerning your healthcare




